Ross, Jim

From. _ Stephenson, Robert L

Sent: Thursday, December 12, 2002 6:20 PM
To: Ross, Jim

Subject: RE: Digby quarry blasting plan

Jim,

[ apologize that it took me a while to get to this proposal. The following are my comments:
| am not an expert in the impact of blasting - or indeed of noise.

| note that the proposal admits to fisheries in the area, to small whales and seals within one mile of shore, and to an active
whale watching activity and the presence of humpback and right whales at'5 miles from shore: The presenice’of an--
endangered Species within a few.miles of the site requires special consideration=and the recofrimendations of the right
whale recovery plan must be considered explicitly Jerry Conway can provide this context.!

The section on marine mammals (p5-6) suggests that the scientific information regarding the impact of noise on marine
mammals in inconclusive (the report says ‘inclusive’ - but | assume it means inconclusive). | argue that this is a
misrepresentation. Marine mammals are well known to be acoustic animals that react to and are adversely affected by
noise:

The distance of disturbance of marine organisms by sound may well be beyond the 500m suggested in the proposal

The proposed delay of detonation is in response to the observation of 'threatened or endangered’ marine mammals...|
would think it more approprite to be in response to any marine mammals.

| hope these few notes are of use,

Rob

Robert L. Stephenson

Head, Gulf of Maine Section

Marine Fish Division, Biological Station
531 Brandy Cove Road

St. Andrews, New Brunswick E5B 2L9
Canada

Phone: 506-529-56882  Fax: 506-529-5862
e-mail: stephensonr@mar.dfo-mpo.ge.ca

——Qriginal Message~—

From: Ross, Jim

Sent: Thursday, December 05, 2002 12:52 PM
To: Stephenson, Robert L.

Subject: Digby quarry blasting plan

Robert:
I must respond to the Digby quarry blasting plan ASAP. Have you had an opportunity to look at it yet? Jim

Jim Ross

Section Head

Habitat Management Division,
Fisheries and Oceans

Bedford Institute of Oceanography
{802)426-6111 (ph.)
(802)426-1489 (fax)
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